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Captain Davina French
9S-" Multirole Bridae Comp8ny
North Dakota Army National Guard
P.O. Box 5511
Bismarck. NO S8S06-55 11

Dear C8ptain French:

I regret that I am not able to join you to honor tile oUUtanding men and women - and families -
of tile 9S" Bridge Company of tile North Dakota Army National Guard. I have askcd Maj. Gen.
Haugen to read this letter in my place.

North Dakota bas a relatively small population but since statebood bas repeatedly made a bi&
differmce in the defense of our nation. During World War I and the Korean War, the service rite
ofNortb Dakotans was among the highest of any state. North Dakota ranked IOCOnd and third in
World Wan I and n. relpCCtively, in the percentage of our men in uniform who, as Abraham
LiDcoIn put it. ""gave the last full measure of devotion" in defCDle of liberty. During the Vietnam
en. North Dakota had the highat percentap of 8D)' state (21 pen:ent) of eligible Americans who
1CIVed. North Dakota's major military installations at Minot and Grand Forb stood unfailingly
for nearly four decades at the front lines of the Cold War and today are more vital to American
alobal conventional power projection than ever.

Today, North Dakota ranks in the top third in the number of citizens per capita in unifonn. But
we rank number one in National Guard participation per capita. Many of our National Guard
personnel, unlike in BOrne of our nation' 8 previous conf1i~ are women. And more of our troops
have families than ever before.

Thomas Jeffenon famously said that "the price of liberty is eternal viailance." Here in our
communities, . call-upI put profeaional pllDl on hold IDd put new pn:aure 011 families. we are

reminded that "eternal viailance" IOmetimea means great acrifice. But it allO it . source of
pat pride. The perfonnance of North Dakota', milituy penonnel baa been exemplary - and
vitally import8nt to America - since the terrorist att8CU of last September 11111.

Concern about additional terrorist attacks here in America and criSCI in the Persian Gulf and on
the Korean Peninsula dominate the news. But there is no question that the outstanding men and
women of North Dakota's Guud and R~e units win make us proud yet again.
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As Senator for North Dak~ a proud supporter of our Armed Forces, and an American, I salute
you, and assure you that the hopes and prayers of all North Dakotans go with you. Thank you for
your commitment to our nation in its time of need. Your selfless service and sacrifice win not be
forgotten.
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Sincerely.
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KENT CONRAD
United States Senate


